BBC News - Ukraine crisis: Military plane shot down in Luhansk 14/06/2014

Weather

nT mercedes News Sport

iPlayer /TV More... Q

NEWS EUROPE I\ /

UK England ' N.Ireland ' Scotland ' Wales 'Business ' Politics =Health Education Sci/Environment Technology Entertainment & Arts
Africa | Asia Europe Latin America ' Middle East | US & Canada

Radio

BEO0=8

14 June 2014 Last updated at 08:02

Top Stories

Baton relay arrives in Scotland

Honours for Sutton,
Day-Lewis, Jolie

Ukraine crisis: Military plane shot down
in Luhansk

Obama to ‘review options' on Iraq
England set for World Cup opener
Afghans vote in crunch run-off poll

Features
Cutting edge

The metal that makes legendary
swords and giant batteries

'Too much work’

Why women are missing from
\video games

Cup of tears

The man who broke Brazilian
hearts at the 1950 World Cup

OLEG BELYAKOV / AIRTEAMIMAGES

The aircraft involved was an II-76 military transport plane said to have been carrying dozens of troops
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Pro-Russian rebels have shot down a military transport plane in
eastern Ukraine, reportedly killing 49 Ukrainian service
personnel.
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Ukraine's defence ministry said the IIl-76 transport plane crashed after .
i A gruesome end to an argument

coming under anti-aircraft fire over Luhansk. Boots on the

ground?

In a statement it said "terrorists" had "cynically and treacherously" fired

on the aircraft. Poroshenko profile
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The plane was carrying troops and military equipment and was about to

land at the city's airport.

It is thought to be the biggest loss of life suffered by government forces in
a single incident since Kiev began an operation to try to defeat the
insurgency in east Ukraine.

Government troops won back the eastem port city of Mariupol on Friday

Military spokesman Vladislav Seleznov said "preliminary information"
suggested 49 military personnel on board the aircraft were killed.

The incident came less than a week after pro-Russia rebels launched a
series of attacks on Ukrainian forces at Luhansk International Airport.

The airport has been under the control of government forces but the
rebels hold most of the rest of the city.
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There is still fierce fighting in eastern Ukraine, despite a call from the new

president earlier in the week

Luhansk is the main city of one of two eastern regions where pro-Russia
separatists have declared independence from Kiev.

The "anti-terrorist operation" by Ukraine government forces has left at
least 270 people dead over the past two months.

Ukraine's new President Petro Poroshenko had said that fighting must
end "this week" following his inauguration in Kiev last Sunday.

Meanwhile, the US said it was confident that tanks being used by
separatists in eastern Ukraine came from Russia.

"Russia will claim these tanks were taken from Ukrainian forces, but no
Ukrainian tank units have been operating in that area," a US state

department spokeswoman said.

"We are confident that these tanks came from Russia," she added.

The appearance of the tanks, filmed in various towns in the Donetsk
region, sparked a row between Kiev and Moscow.

Russia has denied allegations that the tanks had entered Ukraine from its
territory.
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